2,@pm0 @evevLd, 2013 / The Governor’s Residence, 2013
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The Governor’s Residence

In 1784, the Danish state bought the private
residence of former Governor David Brown
and made it the official residence of the
Danish governor.

The house functioned as a private home

for the successive governors and their
families and as a venue for official meetings,
gatherings, and receptions of foreign

delegations.
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/ The stately houses in King Street were built by wealthy European traders and government officers in the 18th century
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A suitable residence

Since the establishment of the Danish
trading station in 1620 the governors had
their ofticial residence in Fort Dansborg.
During the 18th century many governors
complained that the rooms at the fort
were dark, damp, and unattractive

and they increasingly preferred to stay
outside Dansborg in rented or owned

townhouses.




OL_ariomis e Esl BlepiRuieT sste gaflwws / Contemporary painting of a party in Denmark, 1853
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Social life in
the Governor’s Residence

he Governor’s Residence was important
for social life to the European community

in Tranquebar.

The hall was used for card games,
get-togethers, and dinner parties

when the Danish governor entertained his
friends and acquaintances.

Social life in the Governor’s Residence
included Danes and other Europeans.
Socializing between Europeans and Indians

was highly uncommon.
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179860 9, @b LIL_L_[J 4 mIHFTe (Peter Anker) eueguwiitil" L LeUILI®SSLILIL L SIBISLOLITLY UN6T euengLIL_LD / Map of fortified Tranquebar drawn by Governor Peter Anker, 1798
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Tranquebar 1798

The map shows the fortified part of Tranquebar, 1798,

along with some of the town’s important buildings and localities.

The Governor’s Residence at the Parade Ground opposite Fort Dansborg
is furnished with numerous side buildings and

warehouses and a baroque style garden.

Shading trees line the streets and Fort Dansborg.

A. Fortified Tranquebar

B. The land gate and the strand gate
C. The Governor’s Residence

D. The Danish Church

E. The Mission Church

F. The Catholic Church

G. The Mission’s teacher training college
H. The gunpowder mill and Admiral Garden
l. Coin production

K. Mosque

L. The large temple

M. The vernacular ‘Black Court’

N. A small temple

O. Barracks

P. Hospital

Q. Fort Dansborg

R. The old Governor’s Residence

S. The arsenal

T. The main guard and the detention
V. Lodgings for the royal artillery corps
W. Customs house
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1773

1775
1779
1784

1808-1815
1845
1860-1554
1910-1985
1985
2011
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Timeline of the Governor’s Residence

1773
1775
1779
1784

1808 - 1815

1845

Construction of the house by British trader Edward William Stevenson
Private residence of Danish Governor David Brown

Private residence of Governor Peter Herman Abbestée

Bought by the Danish state,

hereafter the official residence of the Danish governor

Residence of the British commissioner

during the British occupation of Tranquebar

Transferred to the British East India Company after the sale of Tranquebar

1860 - 1884 Tranquebar Court House

1910 - 1985
1985
2011

Salt office
Taken over by the Tamil Nadu Tourist Department

Restoration completed
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The Governor’s Residence through two centuries

179460 9 @m0 GLyullipLicy / The Governor’s Residence, ca. 1794
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19305 6fleV 2 L1y evieuevsLd. / Salt office, ca. 1930

17736 eLpedIm] LISHLD @FHLPLILIL L @(h BDbS UTFSY|L ST Fnlq W @ ()
FHLL_LILIL L G].
SL 19 LSBT (LPSHLIL| HTGTUFGOF LOWMILD (LPGT LISSHLD [HeSTL_ & TLH G TTBIHGEH G

o mudS)Ger () (HLISH(LpLD ©)& TeHT(H) TGS,

In 1773, the three-winged house was built around an open courtyard.
The facade had a colonnade and two projecting verandas on each side

of the entrance.

17946 &L 19 L FGHevT (LpSLIL] @) Tewt(h) eudlend FesstaSarm(h L,
®LOWSHF (5 STLHUTISSHTHILD LYGTTEHLOSSLILIL L F].

O\ L_GBTLOTIS 9 IFH ST Lo TL|F PTG LTS TeSTLDTH STeTLINESH LT L 1),

In 1794, the facade was restored with a double colonnade and a central

veranda, and prominently displayed the royal Danish coat of arms.

18005 eM6vT 4, TLOLI HT6VSH D D% FTLOWVTH LIGHGSTGILITEH VD Fon [T

Couwriu’ 1L 9ewmsar GLomSarsBHe) LIRSS IHDFTTEH HL_L_LI1LIL L G,

In the early 1800s, a light palm thatched structure was erected

on the flat rooftop, providing additional private bedrooms.

193056160 ,@B6T QWSS L LoTewT 6@ (HFATTeV FnewT GouwLiLiL” ()
RDEOD SHGHT U FGOF Folg W (Q)TETL_TLD FGTLD HDLOBHLILIL L ).

S5t efest b B ile LogS (b LIL|F AT (Q) (TS 6.

In the 1930s, the Governor's Residence had a solid, tile-thatched second
floor and a single colonnade with wooden shutters between the pillars

of the veranda.



2,@p60 @ evevLd, 2008 / The Governor’s Residence, 2008
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9,@560 QevevLd, 2010/ The Governor’s Residence, 2010
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<,@p50 @evevLd, 2010/ The Governor’s Residence, 2010

2,@560 QevevLd, 2013 / The Governor’s Residence, 2013

From ruin
to new magnificence

The restored Governor’s Residence contains
and combines elements from different
periods of the house’s history.

It is not an exact reconstruction of the house
as it appeared at any point of time,

but a conscious and pragmatic rebuild

of a unique site of intercultural heritage.
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/In 1799, the army of the British East India Company defeated the Kingdom of Mysore at Srirangapatna
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The Danish governor was the political head

of the district of Tranquebar and had to

diplomatically navigate between the many
different rulers and interests in South India.
Late 18th century was an unruly time with
continual wars between the Mysore Kingdom
and the British East India Company.
Tranquebar stayed neutral in the conflict,

but straying soldiers regularly rampaged
through the territory causing fear and

economic losses to the local citizens.
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@ Tmeo T o%L10) g0l VI (1768-1839) / King Frederik VI (1768-1839)

Raja Serfoji Il of Thanjavur and

King Frederik VI of Denmark

The portrait of Raja Sertoji Il of Thanjavur

was sent as a

Frederik VI in

present to the Danish King

1802.

Serfoji Il was educated by Christian

missionaries from Tranquebar.

He was highly interested in Indian and

European arts and sciences.

European ins

flourished at

nired company painting

NIS court.



SIBISLOLITIQ UNGT (Q)BFBNI &L9 LD S @hDHH TGS FeLpS [bF) DTN S F6OT ()65 6T
EQLIS), 1804

/ Deputy judge of the civil court for Indian citizens in Tranquebar, 1804

Jurisdiction

QI BETT QTLOLY

GL 65Ty Y TFTBIGHLD 2 6Teerh T 6 TF S 6ri Gor

The Danish government did not want

CULPSHSHBISAT LOMM|LD FL_L_GUGH T (LPEGH M6 6V

GMIFF L QI (BHLOLIS V6w 6.

TG FIBISLOLIMTLY FGSHLILIL L (31969 LOUT UGV

bGLORIDSF 6T 0% TewTLY (bS5
@) mI@ 2 aTean i LI TFF e esTHaT FITHSD

@161 mBI%5eT GL_68T Y 9 TFTHI%HS B GSTTCV

BWLOISSLILIL L 2 6Tearh [ 2 BT
(Lp BTGBt 6 VU G) G WITATLILIL LG,

Flov GOILILNL L T s migeriey 2 aTeer T

to interfere in local customs and

legal procedures.

Therefore Tranquebar had a separate
civil court that handled legal disputes
between the local subjects and was
presided over by a local Indian official
of the Danish government.

However, in case of acute conflicts,

ocal communities sometimes requested

FeLp &S Feri CpIsSmCED LI @b T the governor to take action.
9/ P BL_6V1)He0S 6T(hSEHLDLILY

BeenrLy & 6)% TeT6U TTS 6T,
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/ Mica painting of agricultural scene, presumably
early 19th century

Tax and customs

The Danish trading post was partly financed
by revenues from tax and customs.

Rice cultivation was an important source of
revenue and local cultivators contributed
significantly to the maintenance of the
colony.

The agricultural land around Tranquebar was

highly tertile and rice was harvested twice a year.

plovaumuilev, 1948 / Land Gate, 1948

Customs on import and export were
collected along the borders of the district and
at the Land Gate at the entrance of the town.
Horses, slaves, cotton, and textiles

were dutiable. Agricultural products and

building materials were duty-free.
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2 _airearh i O\BFeUTAT &L LIF UGS,
1994,LD BB D TGHTLY 6T (LpDLIGD)
/ Weaver couple, early

19th century

GLeslay 9 Fwimg & %156)Liewf udlest

FL 19 1L_m1%HeT1, CHTLSTCanHe6T, 1747

/ The Danish Asiatic Company buildings
in Copenhagen, 1747

Trade and export

The main export articles from Tranquebar
were plain and printed cotton, chintz fabrics,
scarves, shawls, saltpetre, and spices.

The goods were produced all over

South India.

The Danish Asiatic Company and private
merchants shipped the goods

from Tranquebar to Europe, China,

and the Sunda Islands (present day Indonesia).
Products for the surrounding Asian markets

also included hides, salt and soap.
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1780-aflev (LpLILIS D GLd Coprir” 1
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/ During the 1780s, more than 30 ships
set sail for Copenhagen every year

Trade boom and prosperity
1770-1800

At the end of the 18th century, Tranquebar
flourished as a trading centre

and attracted a large number of European
and Indian merchants.

The weaving industry in the town prospered
with several hundred weavers, famous for

cotton textile with a special red dye.

he Danish garrison and the colonial officers
also grew in numbers and contributed

to the growth and progress of the town.
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/ The powerful British headquarters
in Madras, 1850s-1870s

Recession and decline
1800-1845

From 1800 onwards, Tranquebar gradually
lost importance as a centre of trade

due to tough competition from

the rapid expansion of British power.
European merchants and local weavers
moved out of Tranquebar and left the fortified
town depopulated, dilapidated, and poor.
Hardly one single European ship came to
Tranquebar yearly.

The garrison diminished and the number of
colonial officers reduced.

In 1845,

sum of money to the British.

ranquebar was sold for a minor
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2 LI YNIQIV&ELD, FImISLOLIMLY, 1950/ The salt office in Tranquebar, 1950
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The Governor’s Residence
after 1845

In 1845, Tranquebar was sold to the British
East India Company and

the Governor’s Residence was left empty.
In 1860, the house was converted

into the Tranquebar Court House

and functioned as such until 1884.

Later, the house was turned into

a regional office for trade and storage of salt.
The post office was set up in one of the
adjacent warehouses, where it remains

till today.

SIBIGLOLIMTLY Y GhFV ayauevssLd, 2015/ The post office in Tranquebar, 2015
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1775-1779
1779-1788
1788-1507
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1829-1532
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LIS T QUD TGSTFGOT
/ Peder Hansen

Danish governors residing

In the house

David Brown

ermann Abbestée

Peter
Peter Anker

Johan Peter Hermansson
Gerhard Sievers Bille

Johan Peter Hermansson
Jens Kofoed

Ulrich Anton Sch@nheyder
Hans Diedrich Brinch Seidelin
Lauritz Christensen

Konrad Emil Mourier

Johannes von Rehling

lemroth

Christian
Peder

ansen

1775-1779
1779-17388
1788-1807
1807-1808
1815-1816
1816-1822
1822-1823
1823-1825
1825-1829
1829-1832
1832-1838
1838-1841
1841-13841
1841-1845
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Blewevaumuilev, 1791 / Sketch of the new / The new facade of the Governor’s Residence drawn by Peter Anker, 1794

Land Gate by Peter Anker, 1791

178960 LIL L [ Y mISTTCY QU TWLILIL L Sevenevw Ty " FrgserLif” (BlFFpas) CHrL L ai(h
/ The governor’s country house 'Sorgenfri’ in Thillaiyadi, painted by Peter Anker, 1789

UL 1L 9y mi%T Peter Anker

178860 SIBISLOLIMTLY QIBS®L_hS @60 LTL_L_ 7  Governor Peter Anker

QBB Q)b AL 196V 18 Q(hHL_BI%HGT arrived in Tranquebar in 1788

SIS (GBS T, and resided in the house for 18 years.
@)51& b CFIBSaL_GOT 55TS P 6oT Soon after his arrival, Anker ordered
BlewLpaumuiledley LS W pblev eumuiled S 1L the construction of a new land gate

9 el L. for the entrance of the town and remodeled
GLogyiLd 9, @BBT (3)VVSHGT (Lo LILNen 6T LD the facade of the Governor’s Residence.
Loamm Apm LI L. Anker was a skilled amateur artist

2),BIST HMEOLD ITUIBS $6O6v BIgISHLD MbgE  and produced a series of sketches and
@allwigng ailerm Festy. paintings on Indian architecture and scenery.
@B @QUDENSEWULD, FL LY L HFHHGV
G B I1B1%H 6 QTULD, &6 TLILIL 615G QT LD

QUG THS T
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/ Indian produced cutlery box in ivory covered wood

with engraved sceneries from Tranquebar, 18th century

Interiors and décor

The residence of the Danish governor was
furnished with European style chairs,
tables, and sofas locally produced by Indian
craftsmen.

The elegant furniture did not exhibit

the splendour and extravaganza

of contemporary British, French,

or Indian rulers, but was much the same
standard as the homes of wealthy colonial
officials and successtful European traders.
Small objects like vases, boxes, and
bric-a-brac added Indian elements

to the décor of the house.
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@BSw pmid @Ggritw LFLpFHIsaT eLpLy 6T LIvevsFlev LiwenTid, $L L g5 L 1840/ The governor in his palanquin, ca. 1840
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OlFuIH 6T

18389410 9,es8T(h) Y, @b BI eLpH Owig

91 1 _auenentuiev 38 Cuig CFIFHHLILIL L _63T].
o GTQ LIFILOMMILIGU(hPEHLOTHLD 10 ehLimul
FLOLIGTLD. QM| LIGVVS ) SHTHH%@HLD,
SLOUGHD FSSHLD OlFUILIGITE@BLD Gp(h O LITU]
FLoLieTLd O)LiImm ety

2 _GITearh T Ql6USTIBISHEH AT 6N WL TATEUSMSH TS
9GP Y GBBISHET DMV LOSHS

@B QeDL_5HFTHTHEHGTULD,

O omHO)\LIWIFLILITOTISH G QTUJLD (HILIT)

LIGSSTIWI LD TS B) GOT 1.

Indian workers and servants

The Governor’s Residence was a place of
work for a large number of Indian workers
and servants.

In 1838, 38 persons were on the wage list
of Governor Mourier.

The butler received 10 rupees per month,
the six palanquin bearers and the man
emptying the latrine, received 1 rupee each.
Most governors employed a powerful Indian
agent and translator, known as a dubash,

to assist in local affairs.
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H oo @Grrulfwuiser/Other European
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7 @Qpaissar/Hindu

1790 saMled SIBISLOLIMLY SHIeDLPpS LGB ullev @Crmiilfwisar, (LpHLdLo G W TSHerT,

Q) BSISFET UTLHBHS LIGHBSGT LIBISIL (B STL_L_LILIL (HQTeT UeDFLIL LD

/ The map shows the distribution of Europeans, Muslims, and Hindus in Tranquebar,
1790

The Danish community

The Danes constituted a small minority in

ranquebar counting 200-300 persons out of
the approximate 3000 inhabitants.

The daily lite of the Danish community was
centred in and around the few straight streets
close to the fort.

Here they attempted to maintain a Danish
way of living at a distance from the Muslim
and Hindu quarters in the central and
northern part of the town.

The Danes lived in seclusion from the local
Indian community, but were an integral part
of the larger Pan-European colonial

community in South India.



177060 g @pmd CLailL” Lgeyenid, @ HwusFestsLd / Governor David Brown with his family, 1770

@55 Q)DNSFe0 &G LOLI
QIIT!P&SG?DGS

OlLipLoLITeVTesT GL_6flay 2, @Vh /IS aT
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Family life
In the Governor’s Residence

Many of the Danish governors were married
and had a family.

The governors’ wives spent their time sewing
dresses for themselves, hosting tea parties
for their friends, and managing domestic
affairs.

The relations between Danish children and
their live-in ayahs (nannies) were among

the strongest relations between Indians ana

Danes and often lasted for life.
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(1810-1820). ,@Bb0 LisT o meirFesilesT STayLOT FTeOeme, FLDTT 1845
/ Cotton dress from the wife of a Danish trader in Tranquebair,
1810s-1820s. Governor Peder Hansen’s Kashmiri Shawl, ca.1845

Dress and fashion

The Danish community in Tranquebar
dressed according to European fashion.
Men generally dressed in unitorms and

clothes imported from back home,

while the women spent much time sewing
their own gowns and dresses.

Though cotton tabrics were one of the main
export articles from Tranquebar,

dress material for the Danish ladies

was usually imported from Europe.
However, Indian shawls were quite popular

with the Danes.
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/ The roofed courtyard in the Governor’s Residence as imagined by Danish architect Jens Damborg, 1984

APOMID (LpS6V HL_6T TEISID aewdT  From courtyard to ball room

2}, @b (VWS BHGV 9GO LD G| GTGT B b The open courtyard added a strong element
(PO @Q)BFN HL 19 L &% 606V UI)6oT of traditional Indian architecture to the house.
FDES LDFLDTG LD, In the early 1800s it was covered by a roof
1800 SailleT YTLOLISHGV (9)mI& GLOD I 60T and used as a banquet hall and ball room.
GouwtiLil” (B afl(bpSaisGLd gL _LDTSaLD, Here the governor received official visitors
bL_GST 9 IBISHLDTH @ LD LIWGTLI(HSSLILIL L G and hosted dinner parties and balls for the
@) B 9,65 6T 25P G s BLOISS LD T6wT Danish colonial servants.

(5 BS TS @55 G UTGIDL, Waltz was the preferred dance form in the
&MVest) 9B FMI% @5 S Il(hBSI, [bL_GTLD Governor's Residence.

Gunatmaimenm eamLir(® OFuismy
QUTGUL G GTGTLIG| ,@H/BT (3)6V6VS S 6V
BL_OlLDD GPILILIL_$555 HL_GTLD 9,3 LD.
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/ Grandiose procession of the Raja of Thanjavur, Amar Singh, and his successor, Serforji ll, ca. 1797

& [T RIS LO LITL UflGST 35 LILILD
QGIEE L

UBLSBDS RBULPOD SEHFTRT TTEQTaI 6T
LNTD) BB FHAT FIBISLOLITLY QB

GL_eflap 2, @5 BIIL LN (BBSI SIS 24, GO5TLY- 1D 6T
HL1L150)5TensHear 0 Limm C)FealTHisar.
@Qps L7555 S @53 G CLOGTSTATERISET,

QTSP WIBIFET LODMILD S LILITHE) & 6T (h % aT
(LpLp/EIG LOS FILILITS L LOLIFLOTENT eugGeumLy
9| EFLI(HLD.

9, @B &Ly UN (B LILIGT FnomTuil "L

(LpSH LIV greol)est LTS b B)F @5 F G Fibb 6ot
GTGISTGN 6T, LDGV IS 6T, LIGSTest, ©)eaummlen ey,
9T 2 Bwenal LIfFanssLILIL(h)
GLogid @ BFW HUTFFTTLILILG 60 L @hLD
QI (HBFHMEHL1LI(HLD.

Payment of the Tranquebar tribute

Once a year, representatives of the Raja of
Thanjavur came to Tranquebar to collect the
annual tribute from the Danish governor.
The reception of the Raja’s representatives
was grandiose with drums beating,

fites playing, and gun salutes.

In the roofed courtyard the visitors were
presented with sandalwood oil, flowers,
rosewater, beetle leaves, and dresses

by the Danish host in accordance with Indian

tradition.
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Garden life

In the 1780s, the garden extended till
Kalneyns Street, including what is presently

the compound of Hotel Tamil Nadu.

The garden was laid out in the French
parterre style with symmetric lines and
flowerbeds.

The large enclosed garden created a feeling

of a secluded retuge in the bustling town.

S HFF TILILIGTE,
1850

/ Mica paintings
of jasmine and

oleander,
Tiruchirapalli, 1850
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2,55 epfwflest FOGHas M 9jie Olev apflwiy auewips Fomiosgs afB). @ps afB 183060 ClLTeODWTH () (HHSS
/ Sketch of the governor’s country house in Porayar by Governor Mourier’s sister Adele Mourier, 1830s

FITLo S H () ST

GL_cvflay 9y 65 BISH6T O)LImTewm W miey/Lb,
Flevemev W ML UNSVILD QUIDEDS GTLHIGVIL_ VT LITHS
G L L_mi%a6T 0l&mesTL_ (@) Tesst(®) B (hLIL|D
@f(h % e T 0% T6HTLY (16 5 F) 6T,

2@ B(HLD, & BILOLISST(HLD LIL (S,

GB®T YV LIGVGVS I, CLPGVLD T

9 af (HF@HS & O)FVRTHIHGT.

Country houses

The Danish governor also had two country

houses in the nearby villages of Porayar and

hillaiyadi with large landscaped gardens at
their disposal.
The governor and his family would go there

by boat, horse, or palanquin.
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0)& TEVEMGULILIM LD, F6¥ LD WD M), Backyard, kitchen,
GeuemeVw TL & 6T Fmi@LOIL_ LD and servants’ quarters

CHTL_ L FGeT &) pFGLI LIFSSF V) (5bS The backyard east of the garden
STLOAUTISFIG 61 TSHGET IS, LIGVGVS % aT contained a shed for vehicles and
Clar’L_e95, &Sewg emwiid, G mLLiLIecssTeneu, palanquins, a horse stable, a chicken run,
BI6TG Flewimisar, HL_miGsarn, Cauemew i sar  four water wells, store houses, and rooms for
BBI%H GO DEGIT () (155Gl stable hands and domestic servants.
FOLOWVEDD L 19 6T H)Lpd & LIG%H B ullev The kitchen was located in a side wing
Gauemev T $6T &L 0% @S & east of the main house

@ e L_uiled @) (HHSSI. together with the servants’ quarters.

A) augGaumL) 2e»mFar

B) Fnl_LD

C) LpoMLD

D) Gauemewi L &al6sT e mPHaT
E) &L_mI@Eaer

F) FMLOWGY M

G) FonL_(LpLd @IevmI&HeT O)FHTL L U LD

H) &enwed 9jemnm
) seswressty Q&ML 1_ens
K) 1omig Liiig

L) ST ewmisFed Gauemev O1FuILIG TS 6T 26 a6ir

M) a1 6T e

N) &Seor evmuwiLd

0) Slewtm]

P) LoT(D& @5 (%S Hevressty Ol mL” 1

A. living rooms

B. veranda

C. courtyard

D. rooms for the servants
E. warehouses

F. kitchen

G. yard with veranda for livestock
H. bathroom

|. water room

K. staircase for the balcony
L. rooms for stable hands
M. vehicle shed

N. stables

O. wells

P. water basin for livestock

Q. colonnade
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/ Market scene, Patna, ca. 1850

What was cooking
In the Governor’s Residence?

The meals served in the Governor's
Residence were a mixture of Danish and
South Indian dishes.

Like most colonial households,

the governor’s house depended on
local domestic servants for the procurement
and preparation of food.

Letters to family and friends back home
in Denmark reveal a deep nostalgia for
authentic Danish food.

Meals were washed down with large

quantities of wine imported from Europe.
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A roof with a view

In the early 1830s, Adéle Mourier, Governor Mourier’s
sister, occupied the airy, thatched rooms on the top floor.
From here, she observed the bustling life

on the Parade Ground and sketched the lively scenery

beneath.

A sentinel standing at the gate of Fort Dansborg
The Danish flag hoisted at Fort Dansborg
Lighthouse at Fort Dansborg

The bell of Fort Dansborg

Fishermen catamarans

Vessels, the size of yachts

Strand Gate

The Guardhouse

A private house
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Sunrise

. Masilamani Nathar, the largest temple in Tranquebar
. Backyard of the Governor's Residence
. Gate to the back street

Gate to the stables, vehicle park, and backyard

. Kitchen building’s chimney

. A small temple close to the Governor’s Residence

. Sepoys, local Indian soldiers in Danish service

. Selling, a type of vessel used for transportation along the coast

. Roofs of two warehouses belonging to the Governor’s Residence
. Water well

. Water pot for the well



